
According to Washington Roundtable, Washington employers 
are anticipating 740,000 job openings by 2021. Career and 
technical education (CTE) in the Snohomish School District is 
preparing students for life and careers after high school.

CTE –
Hands-on learning, 

real life skills and 
career exploration

TEALS
The district’s TEALS (Technology Education 
and Literacy in Schools) program pairs 
trained computer science professionals 
with classroom teachers to team teach 
computer science. The program, which is 
supported by Microsoft Philanthropies, is 
offered at both Snohomish High School 
and Glacier Peak High School through 
the AP Computer Science A courses.  
These volunteers, who work as area 
CEOs, engineers, programmers, software 
developers and have other vast technical 
expertise, give of their time, talent and 
passion for computer science to help 
Snohomish students.

AJAC Youth 
Apprenticeship
Snohomish School District is one of eight 
school districts in Washington to participate 
in the AJAC Production Technician Youth 
Apprenticeship Program. AJAC is a 2,000-
hour program designed for high school juniors 
and seniors to develop career-ready skills in 
the aerospace and advanced manufacturing 
industries. This apprenticeship program 
combines paid on-the-job training at an 
AJAC employer and college-level classroom 
instruction which can lead to a high school 
diploma, journey-level card and short-term 
college certificate. 

Snohomish teacher 
named state CTE  
Teacher of the Year
Snohomish High School teacher Matt Johnson 
is the Washington Association for Career and 
Technical Education (WA-ACTE) Teacher of 
the Year. The Washington ACTE Teacher of 
the Year Award recognizes the finest career 
and technical education teachers at the 
middle/secondary school level who have 
demonstrated innovation in the classroom, 
commitment to their students, and dedication 
to the improvement of CTE in their institutions 
and communities.

“We are working hard to ensure our students are 
prepared to take advantage of the opportunities 
that will be in front of them,” says Deb Koenig, 
director of the district’s CTE programs. “Together 
we work with Snohomish students to help 
them understand what jobs will be available, 
help them understand the necessary skill 
requirements and provide the education 
pathways for our students to be successful.”

Formerly known as vocational education, 
apprenticeships, technical schools, community 
college, military or four-year university are 
options that can be explored through our 
district’s high school courses. STEM concepts 
are taught in many of our CTE courses and 
include a blend of academic, technical and 
trade skills. 

CTE incorporates STEM concepts and hands-
on projects. All CTE classes are organized into 
career program areas that serve as helpful 

guides for students to explore their interests 

and discover career opportunities. These 
programs include pathways that provide 
students with a suggested sequence of courses 
that can lead to college credit and/or industry 
certification. Student leadership organizations 
include DECA, FBLA, FCCLA, FFA, TSA, 
WCTSMA and WJEA. Pathway programs in the 
Snohomish School District include:
• Agriculture and Science — Animal Science

and Plant Science

Did you know?
• More than 88% of CTE students plan to

continue to postsecondary education.
• Six in 10 students are planning to pursue

a career in a CTE area they are exploring
in high school.

• Almost one-third of CTE students have an
opportunity to earn college credit and/or
industry certification through CTE.

• The top three skills and experiences that
students report gaining in their CTE classes are:

 - Skills to help with employment.
 - Real-world examples to help them understand
the relevance to their academic coursework.
 - The chance to work as a team.

(Information provided by the Association for Career and Technical Education.) 

Internships
Glacier Peak High School and Snohomish 
High School students actively prepare for 
life after high school through a number of 
prestigious area internships. Snohomish High 
School is a recognized CorePlus curriculum 
provider. Through this program, students 
learn hands-on core skills including use 
and safety of shop equipment, precision 
measuring, material science, print reading 
and record keeping. The Boeing Company 
actively recruits students who graduate 
from CorePlus programs. Glacier Peak High 
School molecular biology students can apply 
for summer internships at Fred Hutchinson 

Cancer Research Center, BioQuest Academy/
Center for Infectious Disease Research, 
Institute for Systems Biology and Shoreline 
Community College. Through their summer 
experiences, these students are advancing 
the understanding of infectious diseases and 
global health and working toward finding 
solutions to these problems. Snohomish High 
School animal science students partner with 
area veterinarians to experience real-world 
learning in small animal and large animal 
clinical settings. Other high school students 
intern or participate in job shadows at area 
manufacturers, businesses and organizations.

• Business and Marketing – Business
Administration, Finance, Law and Public
Safety and Marketing

• Design and Manufacturing (Pre-Engineering) —
Computer-Aided Design and Manufacturing

• Family Consumer Science — Culinary Arts,
Childhood Education and Fashion/Interior
Design

• Health Sciences — Molecular Biology
and Sports Medicine

• Information Technology — Computer
Science and Web Communication

• Visual Communications — Photography,
Video AV Technology and Digital Arts

Many CTE courses also offer college credit 
through CTE Dual Credit, College in the High 
School or Advanced Placement (AP) courses. 
Other students participate in internships at area 
businesses and industries during the school year 
or summer to further their interests and learning.

“In addition to the 18 CTE pathways offered 
through our district, the district offers 28 AP 
courses and 79% of Snohomish School District 
high school students enroll in college-level 
courses and earn credit while attending high 
school,” said Koenig. “The state average is 
57%. Our students are taking advantage of the 
opportunities that are available to them. These 
experiences provide amazing opportunities for 
our students to earn credit or certification, gain 
real-life skills through hands-on learning and 
explore a wide-range of careers.”

Learn more about the district’s career and technical education 
programs: www.sno.wednet.edu/cte


